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AKERUE in SBEHWEifOS # 


Kiss t.ow tin Jier post int*rast inf; papnr In th« Pftbruary number 
oi thw UiMtiinih C!2niurj»r®fiiaTks that th« reading of ?1 rls’^should 
find Ita plac« in thii ordinary school currlcy luin". Is th# 

crust of tho situation A I happen to know of a school where this 
couas*l of perfect Ion has been practised for >sany years- Akenie 
is a large school situated in Erekwembs jsome hundreds of scholars 
belong to the school^ ^ fin Its several divisions, there are Children 
of aiJ a^es^f rpni six to seventeen- Th«y all brou?tht vip ucon * 

3ooks A Things- t T have the pleasure of doing none of the exaninatin-^^ 
work connected with the soh"Toe* f hail with joy the blit boxes oX 
papers which arrive at the close of a t'-rnCs examlnati on :but-place_ 
the exaroinatlon of these papers is a festive 
employment , the children shalj/show for themselves. Every child 
i^erson sends taanv sheets? small children dljcnte their answers to son# 

elder impressed for the ocoaslonj3Ut,of ten enougft.ohl Idren of eight 
write their own answers. 

It will be time enough to •xamlne into the true inwardness of these 
papers, selected here a there U W 

from a random heaptWhep the children shall have had their chance 
with the readir. ! find that some hundreds of persoTis defile 

before theg« triennidil occasions jpersons with their own liUesS 

•pronounced \k«ru Isrem^s 7 



dislikes , their strong vl»W5 & keen feeltriRa* 

kny middle-aged ba/chelor*who has knom pangs of enrv in reddln*^ 

0 / U*l8 Carroll's, or Mr HuBkln’s.or Ifhito of Sslborn. 's.fri.ndshlp; 
with young psoplo.niisht writn to thSj Haad oi Akstus i, aoUdt a 
shar» of this examination work.^* Children wouldthus dlsolose 
theoselTss to Mn^at any of^o Jeru- 
salem, he would be astonished at thoi^answers. \ ^ 

3ut ( will call in a few of the children In classes 
a i 3 to show their quality. They wary in age fro;,, nine to fifteen 
R the otrt+d-pea-Jj both classes answer various questions in a score 
of subjects ’for each of which thej haws a number 6f capital bookd, 
the best that can be hadi there is net a great difference between 


those used in the two classes^ as one of the dlsoowerJes made at 
Akeru. Is^ that, the intellectual grasp of children of nine Is perhaps 
as i^reat as that of children In their early^teensjbut.of course, 
the younger children have less knowledge to fall back upon 5 are 


requlr«d to do l^ss work* 

term thev road English $ Trench History for the years 14Bb- 
1533^wlth various books Illustrating the perlcd-cne of thoT^eing 
HS5ri_Jilii?r.Class 2 are asked_^CT'^^^ri^esorlhe the scene you 
liked best from Henrv.Vlil W.cr (b^tell what you know of the visit 
to Sir Thomas Mor« .or lo ) vhat havis you hoard of the 
pal s ?islt to the Princs % Prlncoss of Wal«s¥’*»b 7 way of 




AREnTJE IH EREHWFIM^S * 


Miss flow .In hsr most intsrnstlng pap-sr In th« February nunbnr 

or th» Nlnftjsnth Cgnturyramarlts that th« raadlng; of girls "should 
Xlod Its plac" in the ordinary school currloulum". H#r» is tho 
crux of th« situation & I haooBn to know of a school whatw this 
oounssl of D«pf«ctlon has b«9n praotlsad for raanv ysars . 'ikarus 
is a larga school situated in Erehwemos isome hundrads of scholars 
belongto the school g ,ln its seysral dl visions . th« re are children 
of all ages from six to seventeen. They are all brought up upon 
^^3ooks i Things A I have the pleasure of doing some of the examinatltm 
connected with the scheme.! hail with joy the big boxes of papers 
which arrive at the close of a term’s axamlnationibut-nlace 
aux enfants.why the -xaminat ion of these papers is a festtv«“""" 
employment, the children shall show for then selves. Everv child 
a young person sends manv sheetsssmall children dloate their 
answers to some elder impressed for the occasion but, often enough, 
write r own- 

It will he time enough to exanlae into the true inwardness of these 
pap»r.s pS# 1 eqt ^ th»r-> from a random hnap, wh*n thfi ahlldriin 

sh^Al Ijavo had thoir chanG*?v^ith th^ l find that hMndrwds 

or pfr^ons ,/r^sh ,iinconv«nt ional , d^li^htful, d^iliU bfttoTs ma 

on thasft triennial occasions j persons with their own likes \ dislikes, 
their strong views 4 keen feelings. 

Any mlddle-a^ed batche lo r^who has known pangs of envy in reading of 
Leffis Carroll ‘‘s ,or Hr Buskin's, or White of Sel bo rne/s , f rl endshlps 
with yonng people, might write to the Head of Akerue '1 solicit 
a share of this examinatLon work- The children would disclose 
thwTiiswlTes to him at any rata St «like those doctors of old 'in 
derusal*»Tn,he would be astonished at their answers. 

f i Will call in fdjfrfd/ a few of the children in classes 

p ^how their quality* They vary In age from nine to fifteen 

hoth classes answer various questions In a score 
th each of which they have a number 6f capital books, 

tho that can be had* there is not a great difference between 

used In the two classes as one of the discoveries made at 




S kkfiTun is that th« int*tU«ctual srasp of ohildr^m of niri9 la perhaps 
as ^r*?at as that of ohildron in thftlr -sarly tof»ns ; but , of courso, 
tht youni:-*r ohildr<»n ha7#» l<*ss litiowlodr* to fall hack UDon S= ar«* 
roquirod to do l<?ss work- 

Last tf^rm th-7 r^ad English S, fr^noh History for thft y«ars 14Sf>-* 

1633 with various books illustrating th« n'^rlod-on^ of th^m h«inc^ 
Hi»Tirj Lilith. Class 2 ar" ask^d to"d»*sorib« th^ so9n<* von llk«d 
b#st f what vou know of fh* visit of 
Crasmus to Sir Thomas Mora, or (cKfhat havn you h^ard of th% visit 
of th« Bogum of Bophal to th^ Princa ^ PrlnCBSS of MalBs9'\by 
vfav of Composition’ iwhllp Class 3 is asked to write'Ma) 12 lines 
in blank vers# on Rembrandt’s I'fatch or The Mlll;orCb) A short 

aOcount of Bombay's welcome to the Prince & irlncess of Vfales,or* 
some other incident of the journey jorCc Ishortly, your favourite scene 
In Utnry The ravouritr scene has been done by many children 

<1 at least a dozen scenes have been described ,a fact which seenia to 
me to speak well for the teachers, the children’s minds have worked 
freely ^ no one has taught them to think that this passage or the 
other is especial Iv noteworthy* Another fact that strikesthis 
too-partial examiner is the freshness of the vfork as of a drawing 
where the efiects are produced by a single colour wash. I should 

Imagine that the Play had only bean once read through by the chll- 
dr%T\,^ acftTiPt or two ^ tlTne- Had there b*an any attempt at 
*gettlng-up’ we should have Had the muddy effect with which we 
are all familiar enough in examination papers. 1 haunen to know 
as a matter of fact that there could hardly have b«*n more than 
one reading* because much work in manv subjects Is accomplished In 

th« mornlTiff school hours th-re is no tinii* for orammin.; or 'g.tting 
up ’ . -» a = 


Alsothe concern of the school Is so much -ylth knowledge itself 
that there is not a minute to spare to l.ssn ’about It A about it'. 
One Is gcurloas to know what it ts In this or that seen, which 
finds in individual child but that there is a genuine preference In 
each case is shown ,I think, by the pi--juant way In which the scene 
is described- 

childrBTi in ^lass; 3 ar« r(iquir#d”to study d^norlhs 1 d r*w 
details of six reproductions of Rembrandt’s work"(tltles given). 

In the lower classes they study the sane picture? but are not re- 
quicBd to d^aw dttails. 

that tha oM L from which it will b« s-*Bn 

simply look at Lh-* pictures -S know #*vBry 
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w «r The mli»ortb) a short aooount 

K ndf s llishtJaiSl!. 

in Rsrabrandt s »ia — 


T»rse on Re™ princess of Wales, or some 

of Bombay’s weloome to the f*r 

(elshortly. your favourite scone inH 
other incldont of the Journ.y.or ioj: 

gjnjs. 211116-"* ^ 

" t ' bv many children & at least a 

The favourite scene has been done by m y , 

,o«n scenes have been descrlbed,a fact which, It seems to me, 

speaks well for the teachers, the children’s minds have worked freelv 

s no one has tauRht them to think that this passage the other 

is especially noteworthy. Xnother fact that strikes this too- 

partlaV examiner is the freshness of the work as Of a drawing 

‘^■^"tho ellectt^'Crduced by a single colour wash. I should 

imagine that ^ PUy had bee^ono. read through by th-'dhn- 

dren^a^scene o^ two at a tine, ’’ad there been anv attempt at 

•gelting-up- we should have had that muddy effect with which we are 

all familiar enough In examination papers. 

I happen to know that .as a matter Of fact, there could hardlv 

have been more than one reading because much work in manv sut.Iects 

• > 

Is aocompl tshed In niornlng school hours^ 8 the^e Is no 

the school Is so 

adgeX tSat there Is not a minute to spar- to learn 
'about It 4 about It One Is ourlous to know what it Is In this 
or that scene whlch‘flnds' an Individual ohlldibut that there la a 


orammln^ or * . Mao the con6«rn oi 
much with knowl«dgf»X ^ 


genuine preference dhdyd Is shown . I think, by the piquant way In • 


which thd 3C®nW*H»^d 






Th, children in Class 5 are re,ulred"to study .describe . 
araw details cl six reproductions ot Kepbrandt's wor." (titles ,iven). 

the lower classes they study the sap. pictures but are not 
required to draw details. '(ere are some of the results irop 
wKich it Will be seen that the children sipply looU at the pictures 

. least detail ot thep ,also that they have their 

8i know ev#ry 

. , I think it is evident that they are not tau,;ht 

pr«f»rences; «^also ,I thinK 
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Thes« youn? people spem to^have unusual power of seeing; their 
observations in Matural Science, with diagrams & drawings, are 
very interesting* Also thej/ hear certain musical compositions 
played over & over during the term & this appears to give them much 

pleasure; Here is an answer of a child of eight:-. 


L»t ffl* conelud* with soma of ths answora on Llt«rature>f Strv4^ 
"oX^T^tean, adding "20 Unas In blank T»rse on Sir ^faitot Ralalgh" 

«hieh comaa under tha handing of ' Corapo3ltlen> ^ 

^ — *y - 

Sh« ha® answered sevaral questions in each Qf th.e_ ^lj owingr p ub jects 
scripture • Cotapos it Ion, En^ilsh History .Literature, CxaEimar, French, 
German, Ceolosy# Arithmetic, EuroDean HI to ry, Geography, Biology, 
Painting h Drawing, (omitting Astronomy, I talian, Latin, Euclid & 


Algebra), 




’TTwIII b» s*-n th«t thB work of this iTitsllisont girl U h-r 
# g5jt,«nth ysar doss not show a v-f.’ raarksd advaTic* In stylo i 
oharactor bsyond that of ohlldrsn rang;ln-t in a?s froiv nins to 
fourtosn. Th*« is tri- & -^ho r* 4 son Is that it is hardlv poss!,bls 
to improva upon ths undsrstandtns t answsrs .«sp«oiallv upon tho 
stylo 01 young chlldrsn who ha^- /r*s oomnsrcs with knowlsd^s.- • 

«.hs« th. oLdsr scholars gain is in wh|t thsy teY2.aiJS3^2-5«tSi- 
UJS^’^ in ths oallbrs ot ths books i the s;ctondsd rang 

of thsir knowL.dgo. Thls.Akorus oon^ldors its grand discoy-^ry. ■ 
So-ms of ths axioms of Aksrus ars 
■, liberal ourriculum for children of all ages above six. 
]4anT books, own^d by tb« childrf^ne 

Jl siTip;lft att«ntiv« r«^di’^g of ohapt**r or pa.nsa^:^. 

\}Q TLOt(^-takiTi?,orammin^ pOt ' inq:-up ' * 

oral isssons^or lectures.like 

ir. order to te^ a subjec^vbut to introduce, expand or sup 
A ll the reading is ,as I have said, dons in the hour.. 

morning, school M,uch field work.handicrafts .drawing. etc. 

occupy the aft^tnoons & th^ nv<^Tiin.< 3 ^s ^ 

I wonder ■.v.oiil.d it he other school^to adopt the 

asthods of AkerueV It is a delightful school .3 dese rves . I Ik* 
that o f Vittorino da F#‘Ur'*» to * b*» cal ts Clogosa* 


